s Deeember

Arkansas Alr Permlt Issuance Among the Qulckest in the Natlon

NORTH LITTLE ROCK-—The DlVlSIOl’l of Envrronmental Quahty (DEQ) contmues tobea leader

‘ among state regulatory agencies in permitting efﬁclency. As the year closes, metrics for the

upcommg 2019 tate of the Air Report indicate that sas major source air permit issuance

- remains among the quickest in nation as measured by DEQ’s ranking among other state air quality

: regulators ,Slnce 201 5, DEQ has prioritized protective permit 8, prov1d1ng mvestrnent certainty
b v

; aget wals The ﬁgure below 1llustrates
DEQ S rankmg in t1melmess of T1tle V renewals com redto other states a1r quahty regulators

Becky W Keogh Arkansas Energy and Env1ronment Secretary, D1v1s1on of Env1ronmenta1 Quahty
Dlrector o

“ILam proud that Arkansas has cleared its backlog of state plans. and ranks among the nation’s leaders
inpermit renewal. This achievement demonstrates that Arkansas is a national leader in ensurlng ease
of crltlcal 1nvestments whlle safeguarding the health of local oommun1t1es and the environment.”

Mltch Rouse, Ofﬁce of A1r Quahty Semor Assoclate Dlrector :

“The Office of Air Quahty has seta goal to reduce permit lead t times in Arkansas We have achleved

our orrgmal goal but we will keep striving to be number one in the nation to better prov1de clarrty
and certalnty for the exrstmg regulated commumty and those that are. consrdermg mvestmg in

: Arkansas ~ ,

 This news follows the Envrronmental Protectlon Agency s (EPA) recent announcement that the
agency cleared the backlog of state plans submitted by the State of Arkansas. Arkansas is the first
state in EPA region 6 and among three states in the country to have had all of its Clean Air Act state
plans approved by EPA ,

‘Hrstorlc State  of the Air Reports can be ‘found on DEQ’s website at
htto //www adeq_state.ar. us/alr/state-of-an/ Lo S f '

The 2019 State of the Azr Report w1ll be pubhshed to the same page in n the first quarter of 2019.
‘A copy of EPA’s November 26, 2019 letter can be found on DEQ’s website:
https //www adeg state.ar. us/arr/planmng/sm/ndfs/ 19 11—26-ADEO SIP- Backlog%ZOLtr odf

‘CONTACT: EE-PreSs@ade‘q.state.ar.us |
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